Report on the ambush of Patrol Party

The following is the reporting of the ambush of Robert Dine's R.I.C. patrol from The New York Times of 5th May 1921:"SINN FEINERS KILL 7 OF PATROL PARTY. Constables on way to recover a body in County Kerry shot down from ambush..........Cork. May 4.- A police patrol was drawn into a trap near Rathmore, County Kerry, this morning and of the Sergeant and eight constables of which it was composed, seven were killed outright and another wounded. Early this morning the Rathmore police were informed that the body of a man with a label inscribed "Spy. Traitors beware" pinned to his coat lay on the roadside a short distance from the village. The Patrol set out for the place indicated and a little later rifle fire was heard in the village. It was realized at once that the patrol had been ambushed but the police who remained behind suspected an attack was to be made on the barracks and prepared to defend them. This suspicion, which was not an unreasonable one considering that skirmishes of one kind or another are of almost daily occurrence in the South, prevented them rendering assistance to their comrades, who were greatly outnumbered by the rebels. The fight was of short duration. The rebels, numbering 150, are reported to have been armed with a machine gun as well as rifles and revolvers, and the police were caught in the fire almost before they realized the presence of the ambushers. A wounded constable, bleeding from face and head, was able to walk back to the barracks, where he reported the occurrence . Reinforcements were summoned, and troops arrived in the district later in the day and carried out an extensive search, at the time of writing it is not known whether they succeeded in making any arrests. During the search an airplane patrolled over the district".

