Performers at Jimmy’s

30 May 1968 – SAVOY BROWN - Their line-up was constantly changing around this time so it is difficult to know who was playing when we saw them. I’d love to know, if anybody can remember.

13 June 1968 – CHICKEN SHACK AND DUSTER BENNETT. Chicken Shack were Stan Webb (guitar), Christine Perfect (vocal, keyboards), Andy Silvester (bass). Not sure who the drummer was - they had 4 different ones during 1968. Again, I’d love to know.

03 October 1968 – SAVOY BROWN. See above.

10 October 1968 – FREE.  Just 6 months after they had formed. Paul Rogers (vocal) was 18, Simon Kirke (drums) 19, Paul Kossoff (guitar) 18 and bassist Andy Fraser was still just 16 (younger than me!).

17 October 1968 – JELLYBREAD. The house band at Jimmy's, featuring Pete Wingfield on keyboards. He later went on to have a hit single on both sides of the Atlantic with "Eighteen With a Bullet".

 24 October 1968 – BLACK CAT BONES. From memory,I thought this was the original line-up with Paul Kossoff and Simon Kirke but research shows they must have already left the band earlier that year to form Free.

31 October 1968 – JETHRO TULL. Ian Anderson (vocals, flute), Mick Abrahams (guitar), Glen Cornick (bass), Clive Bunker (drums). At this time they had only been performing as Jethro Tull for 8 months. I believe they later went on to become quite well known.

14 November 1968 – DYNAFLOW BLUES. Don’t know much about this band but I think they were formed from ex-members of the Shakey Vick Blues Band.

21 November 1968 – TASTE. Rory Gallagher (Guitar, vocals), Richard McCracken (bass), John Wilson (drums). Five days later they played at the Royal Albert Hall, supporting Cream at their legendary final concert.

05 December 1968 - DUSTER BENNETT.  The legendary one man blues band.

12 December 1968 – FREE. They became firm favourites at Jimmy’s and returned several times. They were an incredibly exciting band in those early days. My favourite song was ‘The Hunter’.

16 January 1969 - SAVOY BROWN.  Another band that played frequently at Jimmy’s and were always worth seeing.

23 January 1969 - BLACK CAT BONES. Featured a new line-up and they were a bit under-rehearsed.

06 February 1969 – IAN ANDERSON’S COUNTRY BLUES BAND. Harmonica player Shakey Vick jammed with them in the second half. That was one of the great things about Jimmy’s; you often got unexpected people joining in.

13 February 1969 – JON HISEMAN’S COLOSSEUM. A big band for such a small venue! Featuring the brilliant Dick Heckstall-Smith. I remember being amazed by his trademark of playing tenor and soprano sax at the same time.

20 February 1969 – JO-ANN KELLY AND ANDY FERNBACH. Great jam session at half time with Chris something on harmonica, somebody on tea-chest bass, Pete Wingfield on piano, Roy Kramer on guitar and John Altman on sax. I think this was the great composer and arranger John Altman who was at Sussex University at the time. Jo-Ann was also a frequent guest at our school folk club around this time.

27 February 1969 – JOHN DUMMER BLUES BAND. With Jo-Ann’s brother Dave Kelly on slide guitar.

06 March 1969 – MISSISSIPPI FRED MCDOWELL AND ANDY FERNBACH.  I can still remember his gig well, particularly Fred's slide playing, with a shiny red new-looking Gibson 335. He was 65 at the time and only lived another 3 years. He really was a legend.

20 March 1969 – BLODWYN PIG. Mick Abrahams' new band, following his somewhat acrimonious departure from Jethro Tull. A great gig.

08 May 1969 – MIKE COOPER. I was very impressed that he had 2 lovely old National Steel resonator guitars.

15 May 1969 - SAVOY BROWN. 
22 May 1969 – ECLECTION. Prog/Folk/Rock band including Trevor Lucas and Gerry Conway. The band split a few months later when these two formed Fotheringay with Sandy Denny.

12 June and 9 October 1969 – CARAVAN. Popular prog-rock band.

16 October 1969 – CHAMPION JACK DUPREE. This was one of the best gigs ever at Jimmy’s. For the second half he was joined by Pete Wingfield (piano) and John Altman (sax), which turned into a tremendous extended jam with 3 encores and a standing ovation. A fantastic evening.  Again, I think this was the great composer and arranger John Altman who went on to produce the music for the film Titanic and arrange the song “Always Look on The Bright Side of Life” for Monty Python’s Life of Brian, amongst many other things.

23 October 1969 – THE MOOCHE.  Don’t know anything about this band.

30 October 1969 – KILLING FLOOR. Great British guitarist Mick Clarke's first professional band. The Mick Clarke Band went on to be one of the favourites at The Prince of Wales in Lewes in the early 90s. Killing Floor re-formed in 2003 and are currently (Oct 2011) working on a new album.

20 November 1969 – FREE. Opened with ‘The Hunter’ and finished the first set with ‘I'm a Mover’. Ended with ‘Walk in my Shadow’ then came back on to do ‘Crossroads’ and ‘Rock Me’ as encores.

04 December 1969 – WELDON (JUKE BOY) BONNER, ANDY FERNBACH, GORDON GILTRAP. Texas blues legend Bonner did several European tours around this time but never got the commercial success he deserved. He died in 1978 aged only 46.

05 February 1970 – GORDON GILTRAP. The great British guitarist playing shortly after the release of his first album.

19 February 1970 – CHAMPION JACK DUPREE. Joined by John Altman on sax again and somebody on bass. When Champion Jack left at 10:45, Pete Wingfield took over on piano and it carried on.

04 March 1970 - FREE. They played a straight 90 minute set without a break, including "I'm a Mover", "Woman", "Mr Big", "Walk in my Shadow", "Fire & Water". Finished with a storming version of "The Hunter" but no encores due to broken bass drum.

12 March 1970 – MOTT THE HOOPLE. Just after they had signed to Island Records and released their first album. It only really got going towards the end when people started dancing.

30 April 1970 – KEEF HARTLEY BAND. Ex-John Mayall drummer’s jazz/blues/rock band.They had played at Woodstock the previous year! I think the line-up was Keef Hartley (drums), Miller Anderson (guitar, vocals) Gary Thain (bass) Henry Lowther (trumpet, violin) Jimmy Jewell (sax). I gather Miller lives in Brighton now – maybe he remembers it.

